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interpreters, notably Herbert Spencer. This is the doctrine
of moral training by natural consequences : allow the child
to suffer the natural results of his own acts without the inter-
vention of human beings to protect or to punish. As
interpreted by Rousseau this meant, further, that the edu-
cator might correct the child so long as he could make it
appear to the child that the punishment came through natural
consequences and that human interference had nothing to do
with it. If the child is slow in dressing for a walk, leave him
at home ; if he breaks a window, let him sit in the cold; if he
disobeys and gets wet, let him have a cold and be compelled
to remain indoors; if he overeats, let him be sick; if he is
irdolent and will not perform tasks assigned, let him go with-
out food that would come as a result In fact, let him suffer
the natural results of the contravention of any laws of nature
or of his own being; so far as concerns opposition from indi-
viduals, he should be opposed by no will of man3 by no human
authority.
While this doctrine has some obvious advantages and con-
tains much truth, there are limitations upon its applicability
that render it entirely unsatisfactory as a sole guide. While
there is no room for discussion, a few of these may at least
be mentioned. The value of such a principle depends alto-
gether upon the pupil's connecting cause and effect; but
Rousseau has already taught that, during the period wherein
this doctrine is to be most thoroughly applied, the child does
not reason. Therefore he would be unable, at all, to receive
any moral instruction from such a procedure.
Aside from this reaction upon one's self, it is a large
question whether the effects upon one's own physical
being or individual welfare are the only ones to be con-
sidered. The results upon the feelings and the welfare of
others are to be considered and cannot be left for develop-
ment merely to natural love of goodness. Further, if al]
authority is to be thrown aside, is there no profit in the